According to the Chinook myth 
there was a time long ago when five 
Chinook wind brothers caused warm, 
dry wind to blow across the land from 
their home at the mouth of the Colum- 
bia River and five Walla Walla wind 
brothers caused cold, icy winds to 
blow across the land from their home 
in the interior. The winds blew out of 
control and made life miserable for all 
the tribes living in the Northwest. A 
wrestling match between the ten wind 
brothers resulted in the death of the 
five Chinooks. For many years there 
was only cold wind blowing across the 
countryside. Eventually the son of one 


of the defeated Chinook brothers grew to manhood and revenged 
his family. He killed all but one of the Walla Walla brothers at a 
second wrestling match. Coyote, the judge at both matches, de- 
clared he would let the Walla Walla brother live on condition that 
he would never again blow so hard that people would freeze to 
death. Coyote also declared that the young Chinook would only 
blow hard at night along the mountain ridges and then down to the 
valleys to melt the snow quickly. The young Chinook then started 
for home and as he passed through the Willamette Valley, which 
lay cold and desolate, he blew his warm breath upon it and flowers 
and plants sprang up into bloom. Ever since then, the cold wind 
has blown lightly in the winter, and the warm Chinook wind has 
blown early in the spring. 
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